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Stapleford  Rural  District  Council. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH,  1925. 


Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  the  report  for  the  year  the  Ministry  of 
Health  require  that  it  should  contain  a  survey  of  conditions 
during  the  last  five  years  and  have  issued  instructions  as  to  the 
arrangement  of  the  necessary  information. 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  4860 

Population  (census  1921)  ...  ...  ...  11516 

Population  (1925)  ...  ...  ...  ...  11740 

Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  ...  ...  ...  2480 

Number  of  Families  (1921)  ...  ...  ...  2536 

Rateable  Value  (1925)  ...  ...  ...  ,£57406 

Sum  represented  by  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ,£218 


The  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  railway  work, 
mining,  hosiery,  upholstery,  pencil  manufacture,  engineering 
and  agriculture. — The  numbers  employed  in  hosiery,  upholstery 
and  pencil  manufacture  have  increased  rapidly  during  the  period 
under  review. 

The  amount  of  Poor  Law  relief  in  1925  was  ^£2424. 


General  provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

Hospitals  : 

1. — Tuberculosis.  Ransom  Sanatorium  provided  by  County 
Council. 


2.  — Fever  Hospital.  The  District  has  none,  but  by  arrangement 

with  neighbouring  authorities  suitable  cases  may  be  treated 
in  their  institutions  when  accommodation  permits. 

3.  — Small  Pox.  For  this  we  maintain,  with  four  other  authori¬ 

ties,  the  Rushcliffe  Hospital. 

4  — General  Hospitals  in  Nottingham  are  near  any  part  of  the 
District. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

For  Infectious  cases — provided  by  Fever  Hospitals. 

F'or  Accident  and  non-infectious  cases  —  provided  by  local 
branch  of  St.  John  Ambulance. 


Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  at  Stapleford  under  control 
of  County  Council. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  and  a  centre  for  the  treatment  of 
Venereal  Diseases  at  Nottingham  provided  by  County 
Council. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  Local  Authority. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part  time). 

The  Sanitary  Inspector,  a  member  of  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
(whole  time  official). 


Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

No  provision  is  made  for  the  area  as  a  whole,  but  District 
Nursing  is  carried  out  at  Bramcote,  Chilwell,  and  part  of 
Stapleford  by  a  Nursing  Association. 

Six  Midwives  are  practising  in  the  area,  but  they  are  not  em¬ 
ployed  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

There  is  a  public  water  supply  at  Stapleford  which  while 
wholesome,  is  very  hard,  and  which  unfortunately  is  not  at 
times  constant,  or  nearly  adequate  for  the  higher  parts  of  the 


district. — On  sev’eral  occasions  during  the  year  some  of  the  1752 
dwelling  houses  depending  on  it,  have  been  without  any  water 
from  this  source  for  days  at  a  time,  and  complaints  of  insuffi¬ 
cient  force  have  been  increasingly  common. — A  good  water 
supply  for  Stapleford  is  most  urgently  needed,  and  its  absence 
is  fast  becoming  a  positive  danger,  as  new  houses  are  being 
rapidly  erected. 

In  other  parts  of  the  District  private  wells  are  the  main 
source  of  supply  and  these  are  singularly  free  from  the  possibil¬ 
ity  of  contamination. 

Under  present  conditions  a  scheme  of  closet  conversion  is 
out  of  the  question. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — The  Sewerage  Farm  at  Stapleford 
works  well  and  its  effluent  is  satisfactory.  The  Tanks  at 
Bramcote  and  Chihvell  are  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

Approximately  the  number  of  Pail  Closets  is  1140. 

„  ,,  Water  Closets  is  720. 

„  „  Privy  Middens  is  330. 

Scavenging. — At  Stapleford  this  is  carried  out  by  employees  of 
the  Council  and  gives  general  satisfaction  ;  at  Bramcote  the 
work  is  done  by  a  contractor,  and  at  Chihvell  by  private 
arrangement. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. — With  the  Sanitary  Inspector  I 
made  116  systematic  inspections,  and  80  visits  with  regard 
to  water  supply.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  made  101  general 
inspections  and  served  16  formal  notices  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts,  all  of  which  were  complied  with. 


Housing. 

While  in  common  with  other  places  there  is  undoubtedly  a 
shortage  of  houses,  the  conditions  have  improved  during  the 
last  five  years,  in  which  with  an  increase  of  population  (as 
estimated  by  the  Registrar  General)  of  under  100  we  have  had 
179  new  houses  erected,  and  many  more  are  contemplated  in 
the  near  future  by  the  Local  Authority  and  private  owners. 

During  the  war  and  for  some  years  afterwards,  cases  of 
overcrowding  occurred,  largely  due  to  the  influx  of  war  workers 
to  the  area,  but  most  of  these  immigrants  have  left  the  District 
and  overcrowding  is  now  a  rare  condition. 


For  a  rural  district  such  as  ours,  the  general  standard  of 
housing  is  distinctly  above  the  average,  and  such  defects  as  are 
found  are  mainly  due  to  carelessness  and  neglect  by  tenants, 
many  of  whom  consider  that  landlords  deserve  no  consideration 
and  the  same  amount  of  rent ;  as  a  rule  we  find  owners  willing 
to  rectify  any  defects,  and  anxious  to  keep  property  in  proper 
repair,  though  prices  for  repair  work  have  been  at  times  almost 
prohibitive. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply. — The  wholesomeness  of  this  is  distinctly  good,  and 
the  conditions  at  the  farms  are  satisfactory.  In  all  but  one 
case  the  milk  is  taken  direct  from  farm  to  customer. 

Meat  Inspection. — A  regular  inspection  at  the  time  of  slaughter 
is,  upder  our  present  circumstances,  impossible.  There  are 
no  public  slaughter  houses. 

In  1920  there  were  8  registered  slaughter  houses. 

)>  1925  i>  >»  >> 

During  1925  a  whole  carcase  of  Beef  was  condemned  and 
destroyed  on  account  of  Tuberculosis. 


Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  last  five  years  the  epidemic  of  Small  Pox  in  1923 
and  1924  was  the  most  noteworthy  feature,  it  was  mild  in  type, 
but  was  costly  and  unnecessary,  and  though  it  caused  a  con¬ 
siderable  amount  of  vaccination  to  be  done,  its  effect  in  this  way 
has  subsided,  and  vaccination  is  becoming  increasingly  neg¬ 
lected.  When  an  epidemic  of  severe  character  occurs  it  will  be 
too  late  to  lament  over  our  gross  disregard  of  constant  warnings 
from  practically  every  person  who  knows  anything  of  Small  Pox 
and  its  prevention. 

As  a  general  rule  isolation  can  be  satisfactorily  carried  out 
at  home  in  Scarlet  Fever  cases  and  the  same  remark  applies  to 
Diphtheria,  for  which  Anti-Diphtheria  Serum  is  supplied  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

The  County  Council  provides  for  free  examination  of 
bacteriological  specimens. 

Yours  obediently, 

EDWARD  KINGSBURY,  M.D. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Year. 

Population 
as  Estimated  by 
Registrar  General. 

Births. 

Rate  per  1,000 

of  population. 

Deaths. 

Rate  per  1,000 

of  population. 

Deaths  under 
One  Year. 

Number. 

Rate 

per  i,ooo 

of  Births. 

1921 

11680 

245 

20.9 

131 

11.2 

20 

81.6 

1922 

11840 

248 

20.9 

109 

9.2 

16 

64.2 

1923 

12030 

227 

18.8 

126 

10.4 

20 

88 

11870 

233 

19.6 

15 

68.8 

for  Birth  Rate 

1924 

11570 

121 

10.4 

for  Death  Rate 

1925 

11740 

213 

18.1 

141 

12 

17 

79.8 

CASES  OF  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


1921 

1922 

1923 

1924 

1925 

Totals. 

Small  Pox 

1 

41 

32 

74 

Diphtheria 

1 

3 

3 

2 

4 

13 

Scarlet  Fever 

6 

12 

28 

6 

4 

56 

Enteric  Fever 

3 

3 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Erysipelas... 

4 

11 

12 

10 

15 

52 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

2 

4 

2 

3 

11 

Pneumonia 

9 

7 

13 

11 

13 

53 

Tuberculosis — Pulmonary 

4 

15 

10 

8 

4 

41 

„  Non-Pulmonary 

1 

2 

5 

6 

3 

17 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  ... 

1 

1 

Totals 

32 

54 

115 

76 

47 

TUBERCULOSIS.  New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1925. 


Ages. 

New 

Pulmonary. 

Cases. 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

5  years 

1 

1 

10  „ 

1 

25-35 

1 

1 

2 

35-45 

1 

45-55 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

3 

FACTORY  &  WORKSHOP  ACT. 


Premises. 

Inspections. 

Number  of 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories 

17 

Workshops 

26 

Workplaces... 

2 

Total 

45 

DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 


Found. 


Number  of 
Remedied 


Referred  to 
H.M.  Inspector. 


Insufficient  or  unsuitable 
Sanitary  accommodation 

Total 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  1925. 


* 


Number  of  New  Houses  erected: 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  under  ‘b’)  ...  ...  63 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts  : 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  ...  ...  None 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  56 

Unfit  Dwelling  Houses: 

Inspection.  Number  inspected  for  housing  defects  ...  116 

Number  inspected  and  recorded  under  The 

.  Housing  Regulation,  1910  ...  ...  ...  43 

Number  not  reasonably  fit  for  habitation  ...  14 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers: 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Housing  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  14 

(2)  Number  of  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  14 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Act : 

(1)  Number  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  16 

(2)  Number  of  notices  complied  with  ...  ...  16 


